
   IRISH FARMERS JOURNAL N° 100417   

O&A - MILKCONTRACTS
sorLactalls :

" Weboughtfive
millionlitresof mi* lest " year
andwehavenocontracts.
Many of theseformshavebeen
producingmilkforfour or five
generationssa

, surely ,

weare
notbadpurchasers? Some
farmersproduced45%%more
milkthantheyhavequotafor

,

butwepaidfor it ailanddidn' t

restrictsuppiy.
if

wehad
contractswithailtheselartners
perhapswemightnothave
paidforthisintik . This « mid
netbegoodforus

,

asour
supplierswouldnotbehappy
withus

,

andnetgondforeour
farmers

,

astheyhaveincurred
" OlivierAndrault

(

BEUC
)

,

PadraigWalshe
(

COPA
COGECA

)
,

JackBailles
(

Eucolait
)

,

XavierDurleu
tEurocommem.

)
,

Rudel , M-gelé (

EuropeanCommission
,

DG
AgricultureandRural
Development

) , representative of
DO

Competition , European
Commission

,

LidiaSenra
( European

Co-ordination ViaCampesina )
,

WernerBuck
( EuropeanDairy

Association
)

, Romuald
Schaber

( EuropeanMilkBoard
) and

AllsonBurrell
(

JRCSevilte
,

Spain ).

AllsonBurrell
,

JRCSeville
,

Spain -

" Contractsareuseful
whentheyshowternis of

payments , delivery of milk.
etc . WMtheyhelpfarmers to

qet a greatershare
of money?

I don' t thinkso
,

asthisdepends
oneisewhere in thechain.
Whattheprocessorcanshare
dependsonfurtherdownthe
line

;

contractscover a lotof

differentaspectsand . hep
long-terniplanning.

"

WernerBuck
, EuropeanDairy

Association :

" TheEUshould
notlegislateoncontracts . It

wouidcreate-arestrictive
frameworitthatwouidstifle
industrydevelopment . Flexible
nonprescriptiveguldelines
couldbe of beneflt. "

PadraigWalstse
,

COPA-COGECA :

" Thecontract or EUguide
wouidspecify a set of

minimumobligatoryconditions
whichwouldbedearned
necessaryforbalance
relationshipsbetweenfarmersand
pùrchasersusingcontracts .

It

couldgive a
clearindication of

duration
,

inlikprice ,

milk
quantityandquaiitywithtesting
andsarnplin ,g obligations.

"

Commentfromthefloor :

"

Supplyanddemandonthe
market is theissue . Contracts
willnotinfluencethat . I don'

t

knowwhypeopleseethernas a

solution. "

Shauaber
, EuropeanMlik

Board: Replyhvg to
this

comment
,

asked :

"

Whydoco-ops
fair? it' s simple ;

tocmuch
dependencyonthemarket
wehave to becareful. "

LidiaSenra
, European

Co-ordinationViaCampesina :

"

In

ourview
,

contractsare
instrumentsthatcanbeused

,

but
muchdependsonhowand
wheretheyareproduced .

Contractsareoniyuseful If you
havepublicreguiationfitting
suppiyanddemand

,

andfitting
in theEUsurplus. "

RudolfIdagele , European
Commission

,

DGAgriculture :

" Contractshelpprivate
relationsbetweenbuyersand
supptiers ,

notco-ops. "

Representative fromlarge
Frenchami »Modeproces
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