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Alison Burrell, JRC Seville,
Spain ~ "Contracts are useful
when they show terms of
payments, delivery of milk,
etc. Wiit they help farmers to
get & greater share of money?
| don't think so, as this depends
on elsewhere in the chain,
What the processor can share
depends on further down the
fine; contracts cover a lot of
different aspects and help
fong-term planning.” - .
Werner Buck, European Dairy
Assoclation: “The EU should
not legislate on contracts. It
would create-a restrictive fra-
mework that would stifle in-
dustry development. Flexible
non prescriptive gquidelines
could be of benefit.”

Padralg Waishe, COPA-COGE-
CA: “The contract or EU quide
would specify a set of mini-
mum obligatory conditions
which would be deemed ne-
cessary for balanced relation-
ships hetween farmers and
purchasers using contracts. it
could give a clear indication of
duration, milk price, mitk quan-
tity and quality with testing
and sampling obligations.”
Comment from the floor:
“Supply and demand on the
market Is the issue. Contracts
will not influence that. | dont
know why people see themas a
solution.”

Shauaber, European Miik
Board: Replying to this com-
ment, asked: “Why do co-ops
fail? it's simple; too much
dependency on the market —
we have to be careful.”

Lidia Senra, European Co~or~
dination Via Campesina: “in

our view, contracts are instru-
ments that can be used, but

much depends on how and
where they are produced. Con-
tracts are only useful {f you
have public regulation fitting
supply and demand, and fitting
in the EU surplus.”

Rudolf Mdgele, European
Commission, DG Agriculture:
“Contracts help private rela-
tions between buyers and sup-~
pliers, not co-ops.”

Representative from large
French and worldwide proces-

million !Itres of milk last year
and we have no contracts.
Many of these farms have been
producing milk for four or five
generations so, surely, we are
not bad purchasers? Some
farmers produced 45% more
mitk than they have quota for,
but we paid for it alt and didn't
restrict supply. If we had con-
tracts with all these farmers
perhaps we might not have
paid for this milk. This would
not be good for us, as our
suppliers would not be happy
with us, and not good for our
farmers, as they have incurred
o Olivier Andrault (BEUC),
Padraig Walshe (COPA COGE-
CA), Jack Baines (Eucolait),
Xavier Durleu (Eurocom-
merce), Rudolf M~gele (Eur-

opean Commission, DG

Agriculture and Rural Develop-
ment), representative of DG
Competition, European Com-
mission, Lidia Senra (European
Co-ordination Via Campesina),
Werner Buck {Eurcpean Dairy
Assoclation), Romuaild Scha-
ber (European Milk Board) and
Atison Burrell (JRC Seviile,
Spain).
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