
DairyindustryhopesEFSAmeetingwill
unblocklegislativehealthclaimslogjam
Aftermonths of confusion

,

theEuropeandairysector
is pinningitshopeson a meeting in Parma in June

,

to sort
outthecurrentfiascosurroundingagreementonhealthclaims.

Forthefirsttime
,

theEuropean
Commission

, alongwith industrystakeholders
andnutritionexpertsfromtheEuropean
FoodSafetyAuthority (

EFSA
)

willaim
for

a meeting of mindsontheissue.
Thecontroversyaroundthe

EuropeanRegulation of HealthandNutrition
Claims

, adopted in 2006
,

hasbeen
growing ,

withhigh-profilebusinessessuchas
Danonerecentlydeclaringthemselves
temporarilydefectedbythecomplexity of

therules.
Thecompanyrecentlyannounced that

it haddecided to withdrawtwoclaims
applications foritsActiviaandActimel
yoghurts in view of the " lack

of clarity
andvisibilityregardingtheapplication of

theregulation
"

. In themeantime
,

Danone
hasmodifiedthewording of itsclaims . It

said
it hopedtheJune 1 meeting in Parma

wouldclarifythecriteriaandrulesof

assessment.

JudithBryanshopessotoo.
AsdirectoroftheUK'sDaityCounciland

chair of theEuropeanDairyAssociation
(

EDA
)'

s NutritionWorkingGroup , Bryans
hasbeenwrestlingwiththeissuefor

sometime.
" Asanindustryweneedmoreclarityon

healthbeforewecanproceed ,

" shetold

DairyMarkets
.

" Thelegislation is well
meaning ,

buttheimplementation ,

theway
theclaimsareprocessed ,

is extremely
complexandunwieldy.

"

Theproblem is
a mismatchbetween

theactualsciencethatinformsmany of

theclaims of dairycompaniesandthe
requirements of thelegislation.

" Thewaytheclaimsare
processed is extremely
complexandunwieldy

"

" There is perfectlyvalidscienceout
therewhichdoesnotfulfilthecriterianow
beingrequired ,

" shesaid.
Scientistshavebeeninterested in health

outcomes
,

buthavenotformulatedtheir
studies in a waythat is required . Thishas
givenusallpauseforthought.

"

Bryansadmitsshewouldnotlike to be
onone of theEFSApanelstrying to reach
conclusionsonthemasses of claims
beforethem.

In someareas
,

theclaimsprocesshas
workedwell

:
in thecase of substances and

vitaminsandminerals
,

forexample ,

where
pharmacological proofscouldbe
formulated . But it didnotnecessarilyworkfor
food . Theproblem is

,

whenthelegislation

wasinitiallydecidedupon ,

therewasnot
enoughdiscussionwithindustryand
understanding of thesituationwewere
dealing

with
, Bryanssaid.

" Whatwasput in placewasanidealised
system ,

whichworksverywellfor
isolatedmineralsandcompoundsbutdoesn' t

workverywellforfood
,

" shesaid.
"

It doesn' t takeintoaccountthesystem
that'

s beendevelopedforover20years.
"

Legislatorsarebeginning to getthe
message . BryanssaysthatEFSAhasbeen
"

veryopen
"

in thepastfewmonths.

Specific issues
One of thespecificissuesforindustryhas
beenlegislativedeadlines : companies
weretoldto prepareandsubmitclaims
beforetheprocess of approvingthemhad
beendefined.

As a result of recentdiscussions
,

EFSA
hadmadesteps to maketheprocessmore
transparent.

What is encouragingabouttheJune 1

meeting is that
,

forthefirsttime
,

Commissionofficialswillsitalongside
stakeholders andEFSAscientists.

"I amhopingforgreaterclarity of the
processandgreaterunderstandingbythe
Commission of theworkingwiththis
piece of legislation ,

"

Bryanscommented.

N° and issue date : 1045 - 22/04/2010
Circulation : 5000
Frequency : Weekly
DairyMar_1045_2_301.pdf
Web Site: http://www.group.informa.com/portal/puboptions.jsp?Option=menu&pubId=ag004 

Page : 2
Size : 95 %
308 cm2

Copyright (Dairy Markets Weekly)
No reproduction without authorisation

1 / 1

European Dairy Association GBR

http://www.group.informa.com/portal/puboptions.jsp?Option=menu&pubId=ag004 

	Dairy Markets Weekly N° 1045 - 301

