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The Kingdom of the Netherlands starts off the new trio EU 
Presidency (Netherlands, Slovakia and Malta) and holds the 
“Presidency of the Council of the European Union” during 
the first half of 2016 and for the twelfth time in history. 
For the Netherlands, “the dairy sector is the white engine of the economy” and this deeply 
rooted link of the country to its dairy sector is a strong asset for the Netherlands and for Europe.

The Dutch dairy is world leader in many respects and we are sure that this represents a strong basis for the 
Dutch EU Presidency when it comes to the potential evaluation of the Milk Package. This is also true when it 
comes to topics related to the food law, where the unique specificities of our dairy produce must be recognised. 

During the first six months of 2016 we can also expect to see some progress in the trade dossiers. From an 
agricultural & dairy perspective, EU Commissioner Phil Hogan will lead the ‘diplomatic offensive’ for opening 
new markets for our products around the globe – so far, high level missions to Mexico, Colombia, China and 
Japan are pencilled in the agenda.

We trust, that the Dutch Presidency will support the Commission in all trade discussions and pay utmost 
attention to our trade interests. At the same time, the signature of an overarching partnership agreement 
between New Zealand and the European Union is on the agenda which is a clear indication that the EU 
Commission will ask for a mandate to start negotiations on a ‘Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement’ with 
Australia and New Zealand.

We are also very confident that the Dutch EU 
Presidency will be extremely careful when assessing 
any need for new legislation with regards to the milk 
package and its implementation: after a decade of 
subsequent and deep reforms, the European dairy 
sector needs a phase of legislative stability.

We are looking forward to an EU Presidency that will 
cooperate closely with the European Commission 
under President Jean-Claude Juncker and First Vice-
President Frans Timmermans, the former Dutch 
minister of foreign affairs.

In our EDA Dairy Policy Conference on 20 April 2016 
we will focus on ‘sustainable food, sustainable diet 
and sustainable dairy’ – another field of excellence of 
the Dutch dairy sector and a priority of the overall 
policy approach of the Kingdom of the Netherlands.

 Connect to the world of dairy!

Foreword

Michel Nalet
EDA President 

Alexander Anton
EDA Secretary General
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“The nature of the challenges has changed, we are facing 

existential threats for the Union: security and migration. And 

even if the Grexit seems far away today, we have put 384 bio € 

in an economy of 10 mio people. It’s not over yet. 

When it comes to the Brexit discussion, we have a debate in 

the Council and in February 2016 we hope to get to an 

agreement on a package, which will be the basis of the further 

debate within and with the UK. If this goes wrong, it will be 

another existential threat to the Union.

In this context, the Dutch approach will be guided by a simple 

principle “Act normal and work hard”.

Priorities of the Dutch EU Presidency in 2016

There are three priorities: 

1.  Focus on what is important and on topics where the Union 

has added value, so trans-border, EU scale challenges. We 

don’t want less Europe, we want more Europe where the 

Union matters.

2.  Jobs and growth: in line with the 2014 Council conclusions, 

we will look at every policy decision through a prisma of three 

elements: innovation, competitiveness and sustainability.

3.  Citizen relationship: we want to be in a listening mode to 

reconnect the Union to the citizens.

H.E. Pieter DE Gooijer,
Ambassador, Permanent 
Representative of the Kingdom of  
the Netherlands to the EU with EDA 
Secretary General Alexander Anton. 
Before being appointed to his 
current position in Brussels in 2011, 
Ambassador De Gooijer served as EU 
Director in the Dutch foreign affairs 
ministry where he gained a deep 
insight into the EU and its functioning. 
The 2016 Presidency is the fourth 
Dutch Presidency in his career.

In a meeting in Brussels, Ambassador de Gooijer highlighted the priorities of the Dutch Presidency as follows : 
“There are high expectations to the Dutch Presidency. People tell me since we are in the role for the twelfth 
time, we should have some experience. But as a matter of fact, there are not many people around who were 
active at the last Presidency back in 2004 and the environment has changed since then. We are now 28 
Member States and since the Lisbon Treaty, the European Parliament has become a real power”.
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Priorities of the Dutch EU Presidency in 2016

The circular economy approach is in our view a concept 

that can improve the competitiveness of the Union and hence 

become an engine for innovation, growth and job creation”, 

underlined Ambassador De Gooijer.

During the next six month, six regular Councils of the Agricultural 

Ministers and one informal Agricultural Council meeting in the 

Netherlands are pencilled in the agenda. 

After the great work of the Luxembourg Presidency to come to a political 

agreement on the school milk scheme, the Dutch Presidency will focus 

on the progress of the organic legislation. When it comes to cloning or 

GMO, the Dutch Minister of Agriculture, Martijn van Dam, does not intend 

to tackle those topics in the Council.

Martijn van Dam has shared his intention to continue the close follow-up of the 

agricultural markets at Council level and to focus on strengthening of the farmers’ 

position within the supply chain. For the informal Agricultural Council (29-31 May 

2016), the Dutch minister announced a reflection on the Common Agricultural 

Policy (CAP) beyond 2020. There seems to be a British saying “The Dutch are always 

right, but seldom relevant” –  at least the relevance point is not true when it comes 

to the dairy sector. 

Ambassador De Gooijer highlighted: “We know about the importance of the dairy sector 

for the Netherlands, but also for Europe”.

The Kingdom of the Netherlands consists of four countries: The Netherlands, Aruba, 

Curaçao and Sint Maarten. The Netherlands consists of 12 provinces located in 

Western Europe and the three Caribbean islands of Bonaire, Sint Eustasius and 

Saba. Only the European part of the Kingdom forms part of the European Union. 

The Caribbean islands have the status of Overseas Countries and Territories of 

the European Union. 

The Netherlands is often called ‘Holland’, although North Holland and South 

Holland are only two of the provinces of the Netherlands.

The surface of the country is 41.540km², of which around 20% lies 

below the sea level. The population of almost 17 mio people has an 

annual per capita consumption of more than 100kg of consumption 

milk and fresh products (EU28 average: 84kg) and an annual cheese 

consumption of almost 19kg (EU28 average: 17.9kg) per inhabitant.
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€ 12 bn
production value

The Dutch  
dairy sector  
in numbers

705,000 kg 
average yield par milk producer

8,000 kg 
average yield 
par cow

1.6 million 
number of cows

12.7 billion kg 
of milk per year18,000 

milk producers

dairy plants52

THE MAIN PRODUCTS
Cheese, milk powders, 
Pasteurized milk and products, 
condensed milk,  
& butter

65% 
export
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… the Dutch 
dairy sector

Introduction to…

DAIRY COUNTRY
The Netherlands and dairy are inseparable. Dairy is deeply 

embedded in the Dutch diet, the heart and the culture of the 

Netherlands. On average, the Dutch drink two glasses of milk a 

day. Cows out at pasture dominate the landscape – a nostalgic 

sight for Dutch who live abroad. Everyone remembers the Joris 

Drieprinter, “milk, the white engine”, and “cheese cube” 

commercials. And around the world, the Netherlands is symbolized 

by images of cheese and milkmaids in traditional dress.

Behind the diet and Dutch dairy culture stands a modern, 

innovative and entrepreneurial economic sector of dairy farming 

and industry. 18,000 farms and 1.6 million cows produce 12.7 

billion kilos of milk per year: two glasses of milk a day for nearly 

100 million people. 

The Netherlands accounts for 8% of European milk production, 

fifth after Germany, the United Kingdom, France and Poland. 

The Netherlands is the first exporter of dairy products out of 

the EU. 28 companies and 52 factories in the Netherlands 

process 98% of raw milk into dairy products like cheese, 

butter, pasteurized milk and milk powder. And the sector does 

even more with milk. From whey, a byproduct of cheese, 

high-grade proteins are extracted for products like baby food 

and sports drinks.

A ROBUST ECONOMIC SECTOR
In 2014, Dutch dairy farming and the dairy industry had a 

production value of EUR 5 billion and EUR 7 billion, respectively. 

The sector’s size is about 1/6 of the total Dutch food industry 

and, for comparison, is larger than the country’s electrical 

appliance, pharmaceutical or automotive industries. In terms 

of revenue per capita, the Netherlands dairy sector is second 

in the EU. The sector’s growth is robust: today, it is larger than 

it was the day before the economic crisis began.
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Jan Maarten Vrij
International  
Dairy Affairs

The Dutch dairy sector is in  a good condition: the country’s 

climate and soil are good for dairy cows and for the grass they 

eat, the Netherlands is strategically located in Europe, with good 

access to potential markets, and the logistics infrastructure is 

first-rate. For the Netherlands, dairy is a logical choice.

The dairy sector also means 45,000 fulltime jobs. Automation 

has brought the numbers down somewhat, but on the other 

hand has improved the sector’s competitiveness. Productivity 

is high. Milk production per cow is in the global top, and through 

gradual expansions Dutch dairy farms are realizing increasingly 

higher and more efficient yields. 

And they do this with enormous care for the well-being of 

livestock, and in accordance with environmental standards. 

Most dairy farmers have organized themselves into cooperatives 

through which they sell their milk to the cooperative-owned milk 

processing company. The cooperative gives farmers security, 

market power and an investment in future generations.  But the 

dairy sector also has private businesses, bringing a balance to 

the sector that makes it strong.

Of the world’s five largest companies in the dairy industry, one 

is Dutch: FrieslandCampina, a cooperative of 19,000 member 

dairy farms in the Netherlands and abroad. And three of the five 

have research or production locations in the Netherlands, namely 

Danone, Fonterra and Nestlé. The Dutch dairy industry also has 

many other unique companies, like CONO Kaasmakers from 

Beemster, cheesemakers with over 100 years tradition . De 

Graafstroom, a cooperative of 150 farmers with a cheese factory 

in Bleskensgraaf. CZ Rouveen, experts in specialty cheeses 

and which even offers cheeses à la carte. DOC Kaas, a 

cooperative of 1,200 dairy farms in Hoogeveen. Bel Leerdammer, 

the maker of Leerdammer cheese and part of the French Bel 

Group. Vreugdenhil Dairy Foods, exporting milk powders and 

ingredients around the world. Ausnutria Hyproca, which has 

conquered the world with baby food. The Danish Arla Foods, 

which produces and delivers fresh dairy products in the 

Netherlands. Hochwald, one of the largest German dairy 

companies, with a production location in Bolsward for condensed 

milk. Yakult from Japan, producing its well-known drinks in the 

Netherlands for the European market. A-ware Food Group, a 

dairy services provider which has also recently entered 

production; its first cheese was made in its brand new factory 

in December 2014. And Henri Willig, visited by nearly one million 

tourists a year who come to learn about the cheese maker’s 

craft.

A STRONG CLUSTER
The dairy sector is part of a larger dairy cluster. Wholesalers 

buy dairy products which retailers and food service companies 

sell to consumers. There are companies that supply special 

semen for breeding new cattle with higher yields. Other 

companies supply animal feed, products to make or keep 

livestock healthy, the newest barns and machinery, financial 

services, education, knowledge and technology. The Dutch 

dairy cluster is a cluster of winners, known for its strong, 

international players which contribute considerably to the 

Dutch economy. This cluster is one of the assets of the Dutch 

dairy sector.
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Milk, Dairy & EDA
What you should know about milk and dairy products

Milk is the basis of thousands of nutritious, tasty, enjoyable and healthy dairy 
products, as part of a sustainable diet

Milk is a highly nutritional food product combining high nutrient density with high 
quality protein

Milk and dairy products are safe and natural products made to the highest 
processing standards

What you should know about the EU milk processing industry

The EU milk processing industry - employing more than 300.000 people across Europe - 
offers everyone, every day, a broad and diversified choice of natural, nutritious, healthy 
and tasty food products

The EU milk processing industry has successfully demonstrated its commitment to 
further reducing its environmental footprint

The EU milk processing industry is an innovative, dynamic and major exporting 
industry while being the guardian of the EU cultural heritage of dairy

What you should know about the European Dairy Association

EDA represents the interests of the whole EU milk processing industry, both of 
cooperatives and private companies. As a beacon for the dairy industry, EDA 

provides a platform for discussion and exchange of ideas

EDA voices the priorities of the milk processing industry on an EU level and shapes 
EU strategies for the dairy sector

EDA is proud of dairy! It conveys the positive image of milk at EU level as being a 
healthy, nutritious, sustainable and diversified food product/drink
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EDA Members
EDA President: Mr Michel Nalet - Lactalis - 10 rue Adolphe Beck - F 53089 LAVAL CEDEX 9, France

National Delegations Board Members

VÖM (Vereinigung Österreichischer Milchverarbeiter)
Friedrich-Wilhelm-Raiffeisen-Platz 1
A – 1020 Wien
www.voem.or.at

CBL (Confédération Belge de l’Industrie Laitière)
BCZ - CBL vzw/asbl
Kolonel Begaultlaan 1A bus 11
B - 3012 Leuven - www.bcz-cbl.be

Association of Croatian Purchasers & Processors of Milk - CroMilk 
Zadarska 80/V, 
Zagreb
www.cromilk.hr

Mejeriforeningen 
Danish Dairy Board
22 Frederiks Allé
DK - 8000 Aarhus C - www.mejeri.dk

ATLA
Maison du Lait
42, rue de Châteaudun
F - 75314 Paris Cedex 09 - www.atla.asso.fr

MIV (Milchindustrie-Verband)
Jägerstraße 51
D - 10117 Berlin
www.milchindustrie.de

DRV (Deutscher Raiffeisenverband)
Pariser Platz 3
D – 10117 Berlin

Czech & Moravian  
Dairy Association
V Olšinách 75
CZ - 100 00 Praha 10 

Potravinářská komora České republiky 
(Federation of the Food and Drink Industries 
of the Czech Republic) 
Počernická 96/272 - CZ
108 03 Praha 10 - Malešice.

Mr Helmut Petschar - CEO
Kärntnermilch reg.Gen.m.b.H.
Villacher Strasse 92
A - 9800 Spittal/Drau

Mr Renaat Debergh - Secretary General - BCZ/CBL
BCZ - CBL vzw/asbl
Kolonel Begaultlaan 1A bus 11
B - 3012 Leuven

Mrs Rašeljka Maras - President
CroMilk, 
Zadarska 80/V,  
Zagreb

Vacancy

Mr Olivier Picot - President
ATLA - Maison du Lait
42, rue de Châteaudun
F - 75314 - Paris Cedex 09 

Dr. Josef Schwaiger
DMK Deutsches Milchkontor GmbH
Flughafenallee 17
D - 28199 Bremen 

Mr Jan Teplý
Madeta a.s.
Rudoflovská 246/83
CZ - 37050 Ceské Budejovice

 Belgium

 Croatia

 Denmark

 France

 Germany

Finnish Milk Processors and Dairy 
Products Wholesalers Association
Meijeritje 6
PO Box 10
FI-00039 VALIO

Finnish Food & Drink Industries 
Federation,
P.O. Box 115, Pasilankatu 2
FI - 00241 HELSINKI - www.etl.fi

Mrs Riitta Brandt - VP Corporate External Relations
Valio International Ops.
P.O. Box 10
FI - 00039 Valio 

 Finland

 Czech Republic

Eesti Piimaliit 
Estonian Dairy Association
J. Vilmsi 53
EE -10147 Tallinn - www.piimaliit.ee

Mr Maido Solovjov - CEO Valio Estonia
c/o Estonian Dairy Association
J. Vilmsi 53
EE – 10147 Tallinn

 Estonia

 Austria

SEVGAP 
Hellenic Association of Milk & Dairy Products Industry
21, Agias Sofias Str.
GR - 154 51 Neo Psychiko - Athens

Christos Apostolopoulos - President
Ηellenic Association of Milk and Dairy Products Industry
340, Kifissias Avenue 154 51, Νέο Ψυχικό

 Greece
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National Delegations Board Members

Latvian Dairy Committee
Bauskas iela Nr.180, 
LV1004 Riga

A.L.L. Association Laitière Luxembourgeoise 
7 rue Alcide de Gasperi
BP 1304
L - 1013 Luxembourg

NZO (Nederlandse Zuivel Organisatie)
Benoordenhoutseweg 46,
NL – 2596 BC Den Haag
www.nzo.nl

Slovene Dairy Association
Dimiceva 9
SI – 1000 Ljubljana
www.slovenskomleko.com

FENIL - Federacion Nacional de Industrias Lacteas
Ayala 10 - 1, Izqda
E - 28001 Madrid
www.fenil.org

Federation of Swedish Farmers,
SE - 105 33 Stockholm
www.lrf.se

Dairy UK 
210 High Holborn
UK - London WC1V 7EP
www.dairyuk.org

ZPPM (Zwiazek Polskich Przetwórców Mleka)
Association of Private Dairy Processors
ul. Zlota 59, budynek Lumen, pietro 6
PL - 00-120 Warszawa - www.zppm.pl

KZSM (Krajowy Związek Spółdzielni Mleczarskich)
National Union of Dairy Co-operatives
ul. Hoza 66/68
PL - 00-682 Warsaw - www.kzsm.org.pl

KSM (Krajowe Stowarzyszenie Mleczarzy)
Dairy Technology Diploma Holders Association
ul. Hoza 66/68
PL - 00-682 Warsaw - www.mlekoland.com

PIM – (Polska Izba Mleka) 
Polish Chamber of Milk
ul. Mickiewicza 7/23
PL - 15-213 Białystok - www.izbamleka.pl

FENALAC - Federacào Nacional das Uniones 
de Cooperativas de Leite e
Lacticinios
Rua Alexandre Herculano, 351, 1°
P – 4000-055 Porto - www.fenalac.pt

ANIL 
Associação Nacional dos Industriais  
de Lacticinios
Rua de Santa Teresa 2 - C2
P - 4050 Porto - www.anilact.pt

Mr Janis Šolks - Chairman of the Board
Latvian Dairy Committee
Bauskas iela Nr.180, 
LV1004 Riga

Mr Claude Steinmetz - Directeur
Luxlait Association Agricole 
L – 7501 Mersch

Mr Werner Buck - Corporate Director Public & Quality Affairs
RoyalFrieslandCampina
P.O. 1551 
NL 3800 BN Amersfoort

Tomaž Žnidarič
Ljubljanske Melkarne
Tolstojeva 63
1000 Ljubljana - Slovenia

Antoni Bandrés – Milk Director
Danone
Buenos Aires 21
08029 Barcelona - Spain

Mr Jonas Carlberg
Head of Milk Policy Division
Federation of Swedish Farmers
SE - 105 33 Stockholm

Ms Judith Bryans - Chief Executive
Dairy UK
210 High Holborn
UK - London WC1V 7EP

Mr Marek Murawski - Manager Quality & Technology
KZSM
ul. Hoza 66/68
PL - 00-682 Warsaw

Mr Fernando Cardoso - Secretary General
Fenalac
Rua Alexandre Herculano, 351, 1°
P – 4000-055 Porto

 Latvia

 Luxembourg

 Netherlands

 Slovenia

 Spain

 Sweden

 United Kingdom

 Poland

 Portugal

SERBIA (Associate Member)
Nacionalna Asocijacija Prerađivača Mleka
Serbian Dairies Asociation-SEDA
www.serbiandairies.org 

 Serbia

ASSOLATTE
Via Adige 20 
I - 20135 Milano 
www.assolatte.it

Mr Attilio Zanetti - Managing Director
Zanetti spa
Via Madonna 1
I - 24040 Lallio

 Italy

IDIA (Irish Dairy Industries Association)
Confederation House
84-86 Lower Baggot Street
IRL - Dublin 3 - www.ibec.ie

Mr Cormac Healy - IDIA director      
Confederation House
84-86 Lower Baggot Street
IRL - Dublin 3

 Ireland

EDA Members
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EDA Secretariat
Alexander Anton 
Secretary General

+32 (0)2 549 50 43 
+32 (0)475 59 04 22

aanton@euromilk.org

Claudine Hansen
Office Manager, 

Assistant to  
Secretary General

+32 (0)2 549 50 41
chansen@euromilk.org

Hélène Simonin
Director Food, 

Environment & Health
+32 (0)2 549 50 45

+32 (0)473 13 81 32
hsimonin@euromilk.org

Bénédicte Masure
Deputy  

Secretary General
+32 (0)2 549 50 44 

+32 (0)478 56 41 48
bmasure@euromilk.org

Kinga Adamaszwili
Nutrition, Health  

& Food Law Officer
+32 (0)2 549 50 80

kadamaszwili@euromilk.org

Jane Kiarie
Assistant Food, 

Environment  
& Health

+32 (0)2 549 50 42 
jkiarie@euromilk.org

Flora Dewar 
Officer  

Trade & Economics
+32 (0)2 549 50 46

fdewar@euromilk.org

Léa Vitali
Assistant  

Trade & Economics
+32 (0)2 549 50 47

lvitali@euromilk.org



It is with great pleasure that EDA, the European Dairy Association, ASSIFONTE and the 

Association of French Milk Processors (ATLA – association de la transformation du lait en 

ambition) invite you to join the European Dairy Ambition at the EDA/ASSIFONTE Annual 

Convention 2015 in Nice, on the shores of the Mediterranean Sea from 30 November to  

03 December 2016.

www.eda2016.eu

www.euromilk.org Tel  +32 2 549 50 40
Fax +32 2 549 50 89
eda@euromilk.org

Avenue d’Auderghem 22-28
1040 Brussels
Belgium

The European Dairy Association represents  
the interests of dairy processors in the European Union

EUROPEAN DAIRY ASSOCIATION

‘Sustainability : 
Food - Diet - Dairy’

EDA Policy Conference
Wednesday, 20th April 2016, Brussels,
14.00 – 18.00 
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Followed by our

ASSIFONTE / EDA  
annual cocktail 

18.00 – 20.30

Venue : Espace Banca Monte Paschi 22-28 avenue d’Auderghem - B 1040 Brussels


