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EDA celebrates European 

cheeses at the Open Door Day 

of the European Institutions 
 

Last Saturday, on the occasion of the annual 

Open Door Day of the EU institutions in 

Brussels, EDA was invited to share some 

excellent cheeses sponsored by our members. 

The celebration took place on the Schuman 

roundabout at the heart of Europe, and was 

once again a great occasion for EDA to honour 

the 60th anniversary of the signing of the Treaty 

of Rome and the unrivalled European cheese 

variety and quality.  

 

 

EDA_Dairy @EDA_Dairy  May 6  

#euopenday in Brussels : Belgian 

@EU_Agri minister @wborsus visits  

EDA cheese stand - dank u wel et merci 

beaucoup @BCZ_CBL_dairy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/EDA_Dairy/status/860857168123265024
http://eda.euromilk.org/home.html
mailto:eda@euromilk.org
https://twitter.com/EDA_Dairy
https://twitter.com/EDA_Dairy
https://twitter.com/EDA_Dairy/status/860857168123265024
https://twitter.com/hashtag/euopenday?src=hash
https://twitter.com/EU_Agri
https://twitter.com/wborsus
https://twitter.com/BCZ_CBL_dairy
https://twitter.com/EDA_Dairy/status/860857168123265024
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EU Commissioner Phil Hogan’s 

high level mission to Canada 
 

Beginning of May, EDA vice chair Attilio 

Zanetti and Director of the Polish Chamber of 

Milk, Agnieszka Maliszewska, joined EU 

Commissioner Phil Hogan on his high level 

mission to Canada. In preparation for this 

mission, we had notably shared our new Dairy 

Trade Focus on Canada (➤ link) with his 

Cabinet, Commission services and our members. 
 

“This high level mission to Canada was a very, 

very fruitful exercise and it was perfectly well 

timed to exchange with our Canadian friends on 

some technicalities of the CETA agreement and 

to promote our European high quality cheeses in 

Canada. The personal commitment of EU 

Commissioner Phil Hogan and his team is a real 

asset for Europe and the European agriculture”, 

stated EDA vice chair Attilio Zanetti. 
 

Indeed, the delegation led by EU Commissioner 

Phil Hogan also attended the official opening of 

the SIAL exhibition in Toronto to present the 

wealth and high quality of European products. 

For more information on the high level mission, 

see the press release from the Polish Chamber 

of Milk (➤ link). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

EDA vice chair Attilio Zanetti (bottom left) at EU 

Commissionner Phil Hogan’s high level mission to 

Canada © Picture from @PhilHoganEU (Twitter)   

 

Annual American Dairy Products 

Institute (ADPI) conference 
 

The annual ADPI conference held in Chicago at 

the end of April gathered over 1,000 delegates 

from the US and all other continents. The diverse 

and valuable program covered a ‘Dairy Market 

Outlook for 2017 and beyond’ (including the 

annual ‘weather variable’ that has a significant 

impact on milk production and costs), a specific 

‘Lactose briefing’, a brief review of the ADPI 

‘standards’ and other presentations on the dairy 

ingredients market, transformational trends and 

regulatory issues. A ‘Dairy Leaders Panel’ was 

organised as well to discuss the ‘Challenges and 

opportunities in the dairy industry’, while another 

panel focused on ‘Sustainability in Dairy: What 

do our customers expect from us?’. 
 

The conference made it clear that the dairy 

sphere is a global one, with an industry facing 

the same challenges and opportunities all 

around the world. One more reason for EWPA 

(European Whey Processors Association) and 

ADPI to work together on issues such as 

standards, promotion, communication and 

research. 

 

Brexit: high level meetings in Dublin 
 

Together with the umbrella organisation Food 

Drink Ireland, our Irish EDA Board member Conor 

Mulvihill met, end of April, with the Irish 

Taoiseach (Prime Minister) Enda Kenny  to discuss 

the intrinsic link between the Irish and the UK 

dairy and food industry, as well as the importance 

of a comprehensive free trade agreement between 

the EU27 and the UK. The day after Irish Prime 

Minister Enda Kenny held a useful exchange 

together with Irish Agriculture Minister Michael 

https://twitter.com/EDA_Dairy/status/860857168123265024
http://eda.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/Dairy_Trade_Focus/EDA_Trade_Focus_Canada_April_2017.pdf
http://www.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/Dairy_Flash/High_Level_Mission_to_Canada.pdf
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guidelines on dairy cow welfare”, congratulated EDA 

chair Michel Nalet. 

 

 

            Paper on processed cheese  
 

Our EDA partner organisation ASSIFONTE 

released on its new website its first information 

paper on processed cheese (➤ link). ASSIFONTE 

is the voice of the European processed cheese 

industry  and the paper highlights and promotes 

the qualities of this convenient and versatile dairy 

product, which has become essential in families 

and in professional kitchens. Processed cheese 

combines multiple advantages: long shelf life, 

taste and cooking qualities and multiple uses. 

This made processed cheese a well-known and 

appreciated dairy product across the European 

Union and beyond.  

Dairy Highlights ahead. . . 
 
 

May 

 
● Mon 15:     Waste-to-energy under the Circular 

Economy, EESC public hearing │ Brussels (BE) 

● Tue 16:  Arla Innovation Center Grand Opening 

with HRH the Crown Princess Mary │ Aarhus (DK) 
 

● Tue 16 - Wed 17:     Euroforum Dairy Poland │ 

Dabrowa Gornicza  (PL) 

● Sun 21 - Tue 23: Informal meeting of agriculture 

and fisheries ministers  │ Malta (MT) 

● Mon 29:     Civil Society Dialogue with EU Trade 

Commissioner Cecilia Malmström on EU Trade 

Policy │ Brussels (BE) 

● Tue 30 - Wed 31:   1st EFSA Stakeholder Forum │ 

Parma (IT) 

Creed, Irish Industry Minister Mary Mitchell 

O’Connor, the Vice chair of the European 

Parliament, Ms Mairead McGuinness and with the 

Board members of FoodDrinkEurope. 
  

EDA secretary general Alexander Anton: “This 

high level meeting in the prestigious Farmleigh 

house, the official Irish state guest house, underlined 

the full commitment of top level of the Irish 

authorities to the food and dairy industry. Especially 

MEP Mairead McGuinness’ speech was truly 

inspirational. The Irish dairy sector is a great 

advocate for the European lactosphère and the Irish 

authorities place dairy and food where it belongs: on 

top of the agenda”. 

 

EDA appointed member of the EU 

Animal Welfare Platform 
 

The EU Commission has followed up on the request 

of both the EU Council and the European 

Parliament to establish an improved dialogue on 

animal welfare topics. The newly created ‘EU 

Platform on Animal Welfare’ will be chaired by 

Xavier Prats Monné, Director General of DG 

SANTE. The kick-off meeting is scheduled for 6th 

June in Brussels and EDA secretary general 

Alexander Anton has been appointed as a 

member of the platform. 
 

“This platform is about exchanging on scientific 

knowledge, good animal welfare practices and 

initiatives. The dairy sector, the dairy farmers and 

their processing dairies are leaders in this area, in 

regards to animal agriculture. The milk processing 

industry plays an eminent role when it comes to 

advising farmers on animal welfare topics. Our EDA 

secretary general brings his in-depth experience 

from his prior role in a leading animal health 

company, and he can count on the input of our 

members who basically all have set up dairy specific 
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http://www.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/ASSIFONTE/Publications/ASSIFONTE_Information_on_Processed_cheese_-_May_2017.pdf

