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EDA Dairy Policy  

Conference 2017  
 

‘Dairy - Jobs, Growth and 

Investment in the Common market’ 
 

 

60 years after the Treaty of Rome was 

signed on 25 March 1957, we want to 

debate the state of play of one of the core 

principles of our Union. The 2017 edition 

of our EDA Dairy Policy Conference 

therefore puts the EU Single Market in the 

centre of our debate and will highlight 

how and to what extent dairy contributes 

to the core missions of the EU Commission: 

Jobs, Growth and Investment.  

 

Last chance to register: 
 

 

 

Join us on 22 March 2017  

in Brussels! 

T h e  l a t e s t  n e w s  a b o u t  t h e  w o r l d  o f  d a i r y  
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 EU Commission Brexit task force 

meets with EDA  
 

In a meeting with the team of Michel Barnier 

(Brexit chief negotiator of the EU Commission), 

EDA chair Michel Nalet highlighted the overall 

importance of the dairy industry for the whole 

agricultural sector and the specificities of our 

industry. EDA Board member Conor Mulvihill 

(IDIA) summarised the Irish dairy situation vis-à-

vis different the Brexit scenarios. 
 

“We value the single market and have a fully 

integrated supply chain across Europe, that’s 

another specificity of the 

dairy sector”, underlined 

EDA vice chair Kasper 

Thormod Nielsen (Arla 

Foods), “We were happy to 

learn that so far, dairy has 

been tabled by many 

Member States in 

discussions with Barnier’s team”. 

Programme Register here 

Need for European action against 

Unfair Trade Practices (UTPs) ? 
 

Seven Member States from Central and Eastern 

Europe presented a “non paper” on UTPs at the 

Agricultural Council this week, asking for an 

establishment of an EU legislative framework to 

regulate UTPs. EU Commissioner Phil Hogan 

clearly focuses on the farmers‘ position in the 

supply chain. At the very same time, the EU 

Commission hosted the Sherpa group of the High 

Level Forum for a Better Functioning of the Food 

Supply Chain, where several Member States 

EDA vice chair Kasper 

Thormod Nielsen  

(Arla Foods ) 

http://eda.euromilk.org/home.html
mailto:eda@euromilk.org
https://twitter.com/EDA_Dairy
http://eda.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/Events/EDA_Dairy_Policy_2017/EDA-_2017_5700_EDA_Dairy_Policy_Conference_2017_-_programme_EN.pdf
https://edapolicyconference.wufoo.com/forms/q768fdh1vzrtq4/
https://edapolicyconference.wufoo.com/forms/q768fdh1vzrtq4/
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of the original proposal as much as possible, 

avoiding the proliferation of new elements that 

risk, altogether, jeopardising the whole exercise.”  
 

A vote is expected in COMAGRI on 3rd May, the 

position of the Agriculture and Fisheries is 

foreseen for 3rd April, and the trialogue process 

should start in September, for application on 1st 

January 2018. EDA is currently analysing the 

proposed amendments and will discuss next 

week with key MEPs in Strabourg (FR). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EU-NZ prepare for FTA talks 
 

This week, the preparatory work for the EU-NZ 

FTA has officially ended. EU Commissioner 

Cecilia Malmström has announced that the 

Commission is preparing a draft mandate to 

present to the Council. If this mandate is 

approved by the EU member states, the 

negotiations between EU and New Zealand will 

be launched. Dairy will of course be a sensitive 

issue during these discussions. While the global 

trade landscape for dairy has been perfectly 

C o n n e c t  t o  t h e  w o r l d  o f  d a i r y  
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supported the German delegation claiming that 

EU legislative action in this dossier would not be of 

added value. “Less than 5% of all food sales are 

sales from farmers directly to retailers. If we speak 

of a better position in the food supply chain, UTPs 

are important, but not the key for a solution”, 

underlined the German delegation. 
 

In this Sherpa meeting, EDA voiced again the idea 

of limiting EU action to a coordinating and 

mapping role (‘ombudsman’ type approach). 

“When it comes to the dairy, 50% of the milk is 

collected and processed by farmer owned 

cooperatives and for the other 50% the ‘milk 

package’ does set clear rules for the day to day 

partnership between dairy farmers and their dairies. 

On the other hand, the retail sector – our partner 

when linking to the consumer – has reached a level 

of concentration that merits our attention”, stated 

EDA secretary general Alexander Anton. 

 

First proposals for a new CAP 

direction ?   
 

In the context of the Omnibus regulation, the 

European Parliament Committee on Agriculture 

published last week an opinion drafted by MEPs 

Paolo De Castro (S&D, IT), Albert Deß (EPP, DE) 

and Michel Dantin (EPP, FR), proposing 94 

amendments to the current Common Market 

Organisation. The draft opinion covers topics such 

as bargaining organisations, derogations from the 

application of competition law, value sharing 

mechanism, Unfair Trading Practices and changes 

to risk management measures (➤ link). 
 

EU Commission’s position is clear: “The omnibus 

initiative allows incorporating uncontroversial 

adjustments into the EU acquis. Swiftness is crucial 

to the exercise and requires sticking to the elements 

 

A new portal helps EU agri-food sector 

promote products overseas (➤ link). It is 

managed by the Consumers, Health, Agriculture 

and Food Executive Agency (CHAFEA) on behalf 

of the European Commission. 

 
 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=COMPARL&reference=PE-599.808&format=PDF&language=EN&secondRef=01
http://ec.europa.eu/chafea/agri/
http://ec.europa.eu/chafea/agri/index_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/chafea/agri/index_en.html
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European Council adopts position 

on Emission Trading Scheme (ETS)  
 

Last week, the environmental constellation of the 

European Council came together to decide a 

position on the ETS reform for the upcoming 

institutional trialogue meetings. The decision that 

was reached, recognised and explicitly mentions 

the availability of disaggregation at Prodcom 6 

and 8 levels for products that had previously 

been found at risk of carbon leakage. The dairy 

sector is very pleased with this definition, 

allowing to pursue our path towards reducing 

our carbon footprint, while ensuring the 

competitiveness of certain European dairy 

products on the global market. Further 

challenges ahead will relate to the high data 

thresholds that the Council’s text calls for.  

 
 

Focus on raw milk production 

level for environmental information 

gathering 
 

Two weeks ago, EDA’s Sustainability Working 

Group held an extraordinary meeting, offering  

a multi-aspectual discussion with responsible 

company representatives from the raw milk 

purchasing side to sustainability experts.  The 

focus was placed on the environmental 

footprinting projects of the feed and dairy 

manufacturing sides, stimulating reflections on 

how to best ‘bridge’ the gap between feed and 

dairy industry at farm level. The cooperation 

with the feed industry will be pursued in this 

issue, in order for the tool to cover certain areas 

of interest, such as sustainable protein sources 

for feeding. 

shaped by the NZ government for the NZ dairy 

exports, the EU is lacking behind negotiating 

comparable market access conditions for EU dairy 

in most major dairy importing countries. As long as 

we cannot compete with NZ dairy products at a 

level playing field on international markets, a 

strengthening of the NZ dairy sector by granting 

any further access to the EU market would bring 

‘fatale consequences’ for the European dairy 

sector. Knowing the limited resources of the EU 

Commission to implement a broader trade strategy 

and to engage in trade negotiations with more 

countries, the market access efforts must be 

focused on trade negotiations with countries that 

have a real market (access) potential, like China 

and other markets in South-East Asia. See EDA 

Dairy Trade Focus on New Zealand (➤ link) 

 

Farmers, traders, industry and 

NGOs discuss environmental 

footprinting for dairy (PEF 

Project) 
 

Yesterday’s DG AGRI Civil dialogue group on milk 

discussed the Dairy Environmental Footprint Pilot 

(PEF). Hélène Simonin (EDA) presented the joint 

work and the recent discussions of a broad group 

of dairy chain stakeholders. All of which sparked a 

great interest among the participants of the 

dialogue group. Besides, all stakeholders were 

invited to support the work currently done in the 

forum and help coordinate the reflections on 

future legislative plans with DG AGRI. 
 

Michel Nalet, vice chair of the CDG Milk, 

underlined the importance of the PEF project to 

the whole ‘lactosphere’: “It also shows that the dairy 

sector, the milk producers and their dairies 

proactively tackle the sustainability topics.” 
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http://eda.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/Dairy_Trade_Focus/EDA_trade_focus_new_zealand_FINAL.pdf

