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EDA Annual Convention 2017
28−30 September 2017, Stockholm, Sweden

REGISTER HERE
It is with great pleasure that EDA, the European

Our EDA Annual Convention will not only

Dairy Association, ASSIFONTE and LRF Dairy

provide you with enriching presentations from

Sweden, invite you to join the EDA/ASSIFONTE

high level speakers and give you an update on

Annual Convention 2017 in Stockholm, the

key dairy subjects, but will also offer you an

capital of Sweden.

excellent opportunity to meet colleagues from

Under the headline ‘European Dairy: Local
Roots & Global Business’, we are grateful that

the European and global dairy sector.
Connect to the World of Dairy

EU Commissioner for Trade, Ms. Cecilia
Malmström, accepted our invitation to give a
keynote speech and discuss with European
dairy leaders on the future opportunities for
European dairy at world level. Another session
will focus on the local roots of our business.

Editor: Léa Vitali
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Mandatory origin labelling :
Agriculture Ministers debate
distortion of the internal market
Last

week’s

During this week’s Milk Market Observatory, EDA
the

presented the stock evolution for SMP, butter and

provisions

on

cheese (situation at the end of May). Apart from

mandatory origin labelling for foods. The Belgian

the high intervention stocks of Skimmed Milk

Minister of Agriculture and SMEs, Willy Borsus,

Powder, the private stocks for SMP could be

presented data from the National Bank of Belgium

considered as normal which is not the case for

showing a 17% reduction in Belgian export of dairy

butter where there is an estimated shortage of

products to France for the June-October 2016

60.000 tonnes. Gérard Calbrix (ATLA) underlined

period compared with the previous year (➤ link to

the paradoxical situation where there is SMP

Press Release). He noted that for milk powder the

without demand and not enough butter to supply

Belgian exports are now close to zero. These

the high demand. Cheese stocks have rebuilt during

exports decline is an obvious consequence of

Spring and are at normal level. See report (➤ link)

effects

of

Council

the

Update from the European Milk
Market Observatory (MMO)

discussed

negative

AGRIFISH

d a i r y

national

introducing the French national law on mandatory
origin for milk and dairy. Belgium called on the
European Commission for an EU independent
impact

assessment

one

year

after

the

implementation of the French measure. Belgium
support of voluntary rules of origin have been
backed by Ministers from the Czech Republic,
Denmark,

Germany,

Luxembourg

and

the

Netherlands, who see the national initiatives on
mandatory origin as a clear distortion of the EU

single market and obstruction of free movement of
goods.

Codex Standard for dairy permeate
Early

2012,

Association

the

European

(EWPA)

started

Whey
working

Processors
on

the

development of a Food grade Whey Permeate
Standard. Along the years, and with the support of
EDA and other organisations worldwide, it became
a Dairy Permeate Standard covering both milk and
whey permeate. This standard was approved at
Codex Alimentarius early July and this development
was welcomed by the whey and dairy industry as it
opens the door for new opportunities, particularly

EDA has been strongly advocating for voluntary
origin labelling rules for milk and dairy, urging
the Commission to end the national mandatory

in China.

Check out our lastest Press Release ➤

measures and defend the European Single
Market. See also our EDA Position Statement
against mandatory origin labelling as well as
our

press

release:

‘National decrees on

mandatory origin labelling for milk and dairy
products: the EU Commission failed to
defend the core principles of the Union’.
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respected when considering to set up any new

EU trade negotiations with NZ

horizontal rules. EDA is drafting a dairy response to

While the Council is working on the mandate

the inception impact assessment and is well

for the EU Commission to start negotiations on

prepared to make the dairy voice heard in the

a Free Trade Agreement with New Zealand,

online consultation scheduled for the coming

MEP Jim Nicholson (ECR, UK) has drafted the

weeks. DG AGRI intends to publish its legislative

Committee

proposal in March 2018.

on

Development’s

Agriculture
opinion

and

stressing

Rural
the

absolute must of taking into account EU
agricultural sensitivities pointed out by EU
Commission’s ‘Trade for All’ strategy. Our
EDA Trade Focus on New Zealand (➤ link) has
been

extremely

instrumental

in

raising

awareness of the specific dairy situation in
New Zealand at all levels of the European

institutions. EDA chair Michel Nalet: “As long

Farm Economy Focus by Sector –
Dairy Farms
The European Commission published this month
an update of the valuable and comprehensive
data set on dairy farms. A summary is available
➤ here (information based on 2014 FADN data).

as EU dairy industry has not a comparable
market access to New Zealand towards China
or the ASEAN countries, the European dairy
industry is not competing on a level playing
field. We do ask the EU Commission to focus its
limited resources to broaden EU market access
in countries that have a real market (access)
potential for the EU.”

Review of
Standards

European

Marketing

The European Commission has published a call for
input on the evaluation of marketing standards (➤
link).
“EDA chair Michel Nalet raised this topic at highest

level of DG AGRI a year ago. We are delighted to see

Initiative to improve the food supply
chain launched by DG AGRI

now that DG AGRI is following up and underlining
the upmost importance of common European
product definitions and product standards, and of the

As announced by EU Commissioner Phil Hogan,

protected dairy terms within the EU policies for

his services have now launched the so-called

consumer protection and product quality. This fully

inception impact assessment (➤ link). For the three

aligns with the overarching principles of the Single

areas covered by this inception assessment ─ Unfair

Market and the objectives of the CAP. We would love

trade practices (UTPs), Market transparency and

to see the evaluation also including the possibility for

Producer cooperation ─, the dairy sector, the milk

establishing an EU definition for cheese and we

farmers and their milk processing dairies, are in a

raised this dossier”, stated EDA secretary general

unique and specific situation. This specificities of

Alexander Anton.

the dairy sector at milk supply level have proven to

comments (➤ link) to that consultation.

EDA

has

submitted

our

be essential for the dairy sector and must be
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